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The Mason City MSA anchored by Mason City and neighboring Clear Lake encompasses Cerro Gordo County with
a total population of approximately 43,000. The area is home to North lowa Area Community College (NIACC),
consistently recognized by the Aspen Institute as one of the top community colleges in the nation, along with a
range of strong public K-12 school districts serving the region. Life here is defined by a world-class architectural
heritage, including the Historic Park Inn, the last Frank Lloyd Wright-designed hotel in the world, and the Rock
Crest-Rock Glen Historic District, the world's largest unified site of Prairie-style architecture. The area is equally
celebrated for its music legacy, from Meredith Willson's hometown roots and Music Man Square to the iconic Surf
Ballroom in Clear Lake. Residents enjoy the Charles H. MacNider Art Museum, the River City Sculptures on Parade,
and the NIACC Performing Arts Center, the largest theater in North-Central lowa. Clear Lake is an outdoor
enthusiast's dream, offering boating, fishing, and an expansive trail network, complemented by Mason City's
interconnected bikeways, the Lime Creek Nature Center, municipal parks, and golf courses. Nestled halfway
between Des Moines and Minneapolis—St. Paul, Mason City sits just eight miles east of Interstate 35, with the
Mason City Municipal Airport offering four daily commercial flights and easy access to major Midwest markets within
a day's drive. The area's cost of living is 7% below the national average, with a median home price of $166,400,
making it an affordable and well-connected place to live, work, and play.

POPULATION

Mason City, MSA 49,982
Cerro Gordo County 42,493
Mason City 27,280
Clear Lake 7,666
Rockwell 1,069
Ventura 711
Thornton 400
Plymouth 375
Meservey 222
Rock Falls 150
Swaledale 144
Dougherty 62
Surrounding Labor Shed Cities 17,393
Nora Springs 1,394
Charles City 6,931
Forest City 4,285
Osage 3,561

Manly 1,222



SOURCE: ACS 2024, 2020 CENSUS

RECREATION & SPORTING OPPORTUNITIES IN CERRO GORDO COUNTY

87 Parks, Trails, and Wildlife Areas
34 Public Playgrounds
3 Dog Parks
8 Golf Courses
3 Aquatic Centers
19 Pickleball Courts
11 Tennis Courts
9 Canoe/Kayak Launches

2 Community Gardens

16 Softball/Baseball Diamonds

3 Ice Skating/Hockey Arena

11 Public Boat Launches

9 Campgrounds

2 Soccer Complexes
17 Basketball Courts (outdoor)

8 Public Libraries

7 Museums

2 Mountain Bike Park / Skate Parks

FIGURES REFLECT DATA FROM CERRO GORDO COUNTY, CITY OF CLEAR LAKE, AND CITY OF MASON CITY PARKS AND REC. DEPT.

TOP INDUSTRY STATS IN CERRO GORDO COUNTY

Industry Avg. Salary

Healthcare & Social Assistance $70,914
Retail Trade $35,356
Manufacturing $62,695
Accommodation & Food Services $21,475
Educational Services $45,927
Total Employment for Cerro Gordo County 25,052
Average Salary for Cerro Gordo County $56,246

Employer

MercyOne North lowa
Curries Assa Abloy
Mason City School District
Cargill Kitchen Solutions

One Vision

MAJOR EMPLOYERS

% of Workforce
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13.6%
10.4%
8.6%
7.4%

SOURCE: JOBS EQ — 2025 Q4 DATA
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City of Mason City 272

Good Shepherd 250
North lowa Area Community College 250
McKesson 250
Pritchard’s Family Auto 247
Cerro Gordo County 229
Smithfield Foods 228
Woodharbor Doors & Cabinetry 205
Kraft 200
Stellar Industries (Mason City) 152
Heidelberg Materials 127
Dean Synder Construction 120
Metalcraft 111

DATA COLLECTED 2025-2026, FROM THOSE REPORTING

HEALTH CARE

MercyOne North lowa Medical Center Community Health Center of Mason City
Gabirielson Clinic — Clear Lake Waypoint Medical Clinic
lowa Specialty Clinic — Mason City Anchor Family Health Center

COST OF LIVING

Overall Cost of Living 7% lower than U.S. average
Groceries 2% lower than U.S. average
Housing 25.7% lower than U.S. average
Utilities 4.5% lower than U.S. average

SOURCE: COLI, 2024 ANNUAL AvG (OCTOBER 2025). COUNCIL FOR COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC RESEARCH, MASON CITY IA, MSA.

TRANSPORTATION
Interstate Highways 1-35
Federal Highways UsS 218
State Highways IA 18, 65, 122
Public Transit Mason City Public Transit, Jefferson Lines

Airport Mason City Municipal Airport



PRIMARY EDUCATION SERVING NORTH IOWA

School Enrollment
Mason City Community School District 5,910
Newman Catholic — Mason City 287
Clear Lake Community School District 1,077
Central Springs Community School District 727
Rudd Rockford Marble Rock School District 385
Garner Hayfield Ventura School District 825
North lowa Christian School 101

Northwood Kensett

Clear Lake Classical 69
SOURCE: lowA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION; 2025 IowWA PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT PRE K-12 ENROLLMENT BY DISTRICT &
2025 lowa NoN-PuUBLIC ScHOOL PREK-12 ENROLLMENT BY SCHOOL.

166,400 Median House Value 22,786 Total Housing Units

SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

Level of Education CG County 1A us

High School Graduate + 95.1% 93.3% 90.2%
Some College, No Degree 20.5% 19.7% 18.9%
Associates Degree 16.8% 13.5% 9.2%
Bachelor's Degree 16.7% 22.8% 23.1%
Post Graduate Degree 8.0% 10.9% 14.2%

SOURCE: JOBS EQ (AMERICAN COMMUNITY SURVEY 2024)

HIGHER EDUCATION WITHIN 1 HOUR

Institution Enroliment
North lowa Area Community College — Mason City, IA 2,722
Waldorf University — Private, Forest City, IA 617

La James College Hairstyling and Cosmetology — Mason City, IA 56



Ellsworth Community College —lowa Falls, MN 685
Wartburg College —Waverly, 1A 1,483
Riverland Community College — Austin MN 3,959



